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Branch AGM 21st March
The following were elected to serve on the committee.

Period

Official

1 year

Chairman

Mike Smith

1 year

Vice Chairman

Pat Dyson

2 years

Secretary

Arnold Slater

2 years

Gazette Editor

Arnold Slater

1 year

Programme Secretary

Sylvia Marshall

2 years

Executive Rep.

Martin Holtby

2 years

Committee Member

Christine Windle

2 years

Committee Member

Jill Pengelly

2 Years

Committee Member

Jean Ingham

2 years

Committee Member

Alan Hardman

2 years

Committee Member

Barbara Stainthorpe
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?
I occasionally pick up magazines from other family history
societies in the hope of finding references to names I’m
interested in. This doesn’t happen often but an article recently
caught my eye. This was in The Midland Ancestor for June 2016
and is by Jackie Cotterill. I have borrowed the title for my own
article.
Jackie tells of how family descent can be traced by first
names being passed down the generations. She prints off lists of
first names from all branches of her family which are passed on
to the new parents as suggestions for naming baby. This is all
very well but her research does not seem to have picked up many
distinctive names: Alice, George, William and James could easily
be chosen at random and do not offer a convenient way of
identifying generations unless the surname is a distinctive one. I
doubt if there are many Zipporah Elements around. (This is
probably a Cornish Methodist family but wildly exotic as the name
of a housemaid in a Manchester suburb).
There is no mention in Jackie’s article, of the use of family
surnames as middle, or even first, names. This offers a useful
hint of descent to many of us (anyone got a DETHICK?) Many
surnames of noble families passed into common currency during
the nineteenth century as a wish to suggest ancestry from those
families (eg. Percy, Sidney). However a really obscure name, such
as Asenath or Naphthali if handed down would be a really good
indication of links to a previous generation. These are from the
Bible, probably used in non-conformist families and coped with
quite well in parish registers and most official documents
although modern transcribers do have some difficulties. My
favourite is Parthenia – from the Greek - Florence Nightingale’s
sister was called Parthenope and both names carry the meaning
of ‘chaste maiden’. In one definition it is noted as ‘obsolete’ but
there are still a surprising number up to the present day. I have
noted around 280 deaths in Ancestry 1916 onwards although only
53 births registered in the same period. In both these lists the
nearest spellings include a number of Greek and Indian family
names and some males with variant of the name. It is notable
that in the births ‘Parthenia’ and variants occur as second names
suggesting that the name is being passed down the generations.
The name does cause much confusion on forms etc. sometimes
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being spelt with the ‘a’ and ‘e’ reversed, or given an opening B
and, obviously, depending on the regional accent of the person
speaking the name.
‘My’ Parthenia was Parthenia Varley, a washerwoman living
in Wallasey but born in Burnley. Her sister, my 3x
gt.grandmother, was christened Sophia – another classical name
but much more popular. Exhausted by the effort their parents
called their other two daughters Jane and Ann.
Pat Dyson
-----ooO0Ooo-----

GAZETTE – Editor – Arnold Slater
Articles for the July 2018 Gazette
by the end of June please.
Please send articles to Editor at lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk
or by post to the Editor,
c/o 6 Sussex Street, Barnoldswick, Lancashire BB18 5DS

-----ooO0Ooo-----

Branch Contacts:
Family History Queries
Jean Ingham email: enquiry@lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk
Secretary
Arnold Slater email: secretary@lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk
Branch Website
www.lfhhs-pendleandburnley.org.uk
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2018 Programme
16th May

Outvisit to Southfield Chapel, Nelson

30th May

Practical Evening

20th June

Denise Adlard – talk to be arranged.

18th July

Day Visit to Pilkington’s World of Glass

15th Aug

“The Richardson Family of N. Birley,
Bradford & Thornton-in-Craven”
Derek Clabburn

29th Aug

Practical Evening

19th Sept

“The Double Identity of John Robinson of
Colne”
David Tildsley

17th Oct

“WWI German Prisoners of War in Skipton”
Anne Buckley

31st Oct

Practical Evening

21st Nov

“About The Jam, Darling”
Virginia Aighton

5th Dec

Christmas Party
Jack Hargreaves: Songs and Laughter

PRACTICAL EVENINGS
30th May, 29th August & 31st October

We would welcome suggestions for topics for future meetings.
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Visit to
Southfield Chapel, Nelson
Wednesday Afternoon
16th May
Cost £5
(includes light refreshments)

-----ooO0Ooo-----

ANNUAL DAY OUTING BY COACH
TO
PILKINGTON’S WORLD OF GLASS AT ST. HELENS
ON WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY, 2018
(estimated cost £25 per person)

The cost includes coach travel from Colne/Padiham
with Moving People, Refreshments on arrival, A glassblowing demonstration, Film show, Main course lunch
+ tea/coffee, Guided tours of galleries and furnace,
10% discount in their shop.
It also includes your return journey back to
Colne/Padiham!
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Isaac Button remembered by Rod Moorhouse
Although not strictly local history the former location of the
pottery mentioned in this story is only a few miles due east of
Burnley. It is possible that some of its earthenware products were
sold over the border in Lancashire.
As a youth I attended a grimy, stone built secondary
school in West Yorkshire whose single aim was to prepare pupils
for a career in the local worsted mills and engineering works.
Apart from some choral singing the curriculum tended to
be very narrow but the younger more enlightened teachers
attempted to provide a broader learning experience. One teacher
in particular started a pottery club. Somehow he managed to set
up a potter’s wheel and a small kiln in a disused conservatory. I
became a keen member of his group and was fortunate to be
chosen for a special outing. The teacher came from Queensberry
and told us that he knew where there was a working pottery and
he would take us there. The details are vague but I remember
meeting a man wearing a flat cap and a clay splattered apron
who showed us round a long shed which seemed to be filled with
unfired plant pots. He showed us a coal fired bottle kiln, the clay
store and finally his pottery wheel. The highlight of the tour was a
demonstration - he rapidly threw a series of identically sized plant
pots, cutting them off the wheel when finished with a cheese wire
and deftly moving them to a nearby plank. What stuck in my
mind was the fact that he seemed to be working alone.
I had forgotten all about this visit until many years later I
joined an art film club. At one of the meetings the selected short
film was entitled something like ‘Isaac Button a Country Potter’. A
rather grainy black and white film with no sound track began to
show the work of a lone potter wearing a flat cap while digging
clay from a hillside and making domestic pottery, including lots of
plant pots. As I watched the film my memory suddenly clicked
and I realised this was the pottery I had visited from school; I
had actually met Isaac Button but had not known his name at the
time.
Who knows how many generations of Buttons had worked
with clay like this man. His Grandfather, also named Isaac can be
found on early census records living at Woolley, Nr Barnsley and
described as a ‘Master Brick Maker’. A website informs us that his
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son, Arthur Button bought the pottery at Soil Hill in 1897. On his
1911 Census return Arthur describes his occupation as
‘Earthenware manufacturer’. He is living close to the pottery
which is situated in Coal Lane on the A629 between Ogden and
Denholme Clough. At this time young Isaac is only seven years
old; he was born in Coal Lane in 1904. It is not difficult to
imagine him growing up in and around the pottery until he
reached an age when he was able to help and then eventually
become apprenticed to his father. The pottery obviously thrived
and by 1939 there were thirteen potters working there. After the
war it slowly declined and it is remarkable considering the variety
of tasks involved in its production that in its later years one man
could work here unaided.
Why was Soil Hill chosen as the site for a pottery? It is
miles from the nearest industrial town and quite exposed to wind
and rain. The answer lies beneath the soil; there are huge
deposits of clay and coal under Soil Hill. The pottery was situated
on the edge of a steep downfall so clay and coal almost
outcropped and was therefore relatively easy to dig out by hand.
Just by chance, it happened to be the perfect clay for making
high quality earthenware – its purity meant that minimum
preparation was needed to make it ready for throwing. Who
knows when this fine material was first discovered; e.g. according
to Wikipedia the Roman settlement of Cambodunum was probably
located within nearby Calderdale. It is well known that the
Romans were great surveyors and of course made bricks, tiles
and fine pottery. Who else had lived in this area in ancient times
that might have searched and found such a valuable resource?
Isaac died in 1969 at the age of 65. The pottery buildings
were left empty and can still be seen in a derelict state on Google
Earth. A local contact told me that for many years the kiln and its
chimney were under a preservation order but now they are gone
to make way for new bungalows! On the other side of Soil Hill to
the West there is a huge extraction quarry. The owners have a
website which states that they sell, “Puddling Clay, Shale Clay,
Engineering, White Clay....... for Flood Defence, Landfill Capping
and Brick Manufacture......” Comparing the two sites then Isaac
and his predecessors hardly left a scar while the modern
quarrying operation seems to have torn away a substantial part of
the hillside.
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There were two films made about Isaac Button. The first
was in 1962 and the other one was completed in 1965. It was
directed by Robert Fournier and John Anderson. The performance
I watched was in 1963 so it must have been the first film. More
recently I found the later film on YouTube. It is in 4 parts. Should
you be interested in craftsmanship then I strongly recommend
watching it. Apart from the sections on throwing and firing I
particularly enjoyed watching Isaac dig out, process and store his
clay using some well worn but powerful machines. It is almost
staggering to watch the apparent ease with which Isaac throws all
sizes of pots. His coordination, eye for design and his obvious
confidence are a joy to behold.
Isaac died in 1969 at the age of 65.
Sources used in writing this article
Wikipedia – just type his name into a search engine e.g. Google
Chrome
Soil Hill Quarries website 2017
Film – ‘Isaac Button - Country Potter ‘ (1965) can be found on
YouTube.

-----ooO0Ooo-----

DROP-IN FAMILY HISTORY HELP SESSIONS
will be held at Colne Library on the following dates:

April 25th
10 am to 12 noon
Volunteers welcome
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